We welcome you to
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Hinly Martyrs of Japan Parish
P.O. Box 1180, 167 Essa Street, Bradford, Ont. L3Z 2B6
Telephone 905-775-2065 Parish subscription with Formed.org

Email: holymartyrsofjapan@archtoronto.org website: holymartyrsofjapan.archtoronto.org
Office Hours - Monday to Friday 9:30 am - 12:00 pm & 1:00 pm to 4:30 pm

Pastor: Rev. John Pak jpak@archtoronto.org
Associate Pastor: Rev. Edwin Logrono elogrono@archtoronto.org
Deacon: Dcn. David Langley

We have come to Homage Him.
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WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS

MONDAY, January 5, 7:00PM +Generosa Paulos
+Virginia Correia +Lino Arruda

TUESDAY, January 6, 9:00AM +Virginia Correia
+Manuel Da Silva

WEDNESDAY, January 7, 7:00PM +Stacie Gibson
Power

THURSDAY, January 8, 9:00AM *Special Intention
of Jane Ang

FRIDAY, January 9, 7:00PM +All Souls in Purgatory
SATURDAY, January 9, 9:00AM

+All Souls in Purgatory

SATURDAY, January 10, 5:00PM +Antonio Santana &
Maria Sousa +Vitorino Nazario & Olimpia Sousa
+Graciete Domingues +Leopoldo Volpe

SUNDAY, January 11, 8:00AM *ProPopulo
SUNDAY, January 11, 10:00AM *ProPopulo
SUNDAY, January 11, 12:00PM +Arminda Maia
Balugas

SUNDAY, January 11, 2:00PM *ProPopulo

St. Philip of Jesus (Mission)

, S FIRST FRIDAY HOLY HOUR
5 L ADORATION
, ;fi Holy hour will be celebrated on the First
. &t Friday of the month following the 7:00pm
¥ Mass.

REQUIEM MASS

The Requiem Mass will be celebrated on the last Friday of
the month January 30 at 11:00am at the Church. Mass
intentions can be booked at the parish office.

A HEARTFELT MESSAGE OF THANKS TO YOU!
Let the brilliance of this Christmas light shine brightly
upon you and your families and may the abundance of
God’s overflowing love be lavished upon each of you.
Thank you to all our parishioners and community members
for your kindness, support and generosity over the past
year. We are truly blessed to have you apart of our parish
community. Without your support, our Church would not
be able to spread God’s love to those in our community.
The impact of your warm generosity over the years echo’s
the teaching of the Gospel, and for that we express our
deepest gratitude. Once again, thank you for donating your
time, gifts, talents, and resources and for being a beacon of
kindness and hope to our community. May God bless each
of you and your families with health, peace, prosperity and
abundance. We look forward to celebrating 2026 together!

({/}]L' Wise
Still Seek Him

REFLECTION

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of
King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews?
We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was greatly
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Matthew 2.:1-3

Why did God use a star to reveal the birth of the King of
Kings to foreigners from the East? To Mary, Joseph, and
even the shepherds, God sent an angel to announce the Good
News. But to the Magi, He chose to use a medium they
understood—a star.

The Magi, originally a priestly caste from Persia, were
skilled in astrology, astronomy, dream interpretation, and
other forms of wisdom and divination. The three Magi
mentioned in Matthew’s Gospel were clearly experts in
astrology, carefully studying the night sky. On the night of
Christ’s birth, they made an extraordinary discovery: a new
star had appeared in the sky. They knew it was a sign of
great significance. According to their beliefs, the appearance
of a new star heralded the birth of a new king.

This star was not just a celestial phenomenon; it symbolized
the light of Christ breaking into the world, guiding all
nations—Jew and Gentile alike—toward the Savior. Just as
God drew humble Jewish shepherds to the newborn King,
He also drew representatives of the Gentiles to adore Him,
for Jesus came to save all of humanity.

The divine initiative to include the Gentiles was not a new
concept but a fulfillment of a promise made to Abraham:
“All the families of the earth will find blessing in you”
(Genesis 12:3). The prophets and Psalms echo this theme,
emphasizing that all nations will come to the Lord

(see Isaiah 2:2-4; Psalm 67). In Jesus’ public ministry, we
see His outreach to the Gentiles, a mission that continued in
the early Church, as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. At
the time of Jesus’ birth, however, the Jewish emphasis was
primarily on being the chosen people. The story of the
Epiphany reveals God’s universal call to holiness from the
very beginning of Jesus’ life, establishing that His mission
was for all people, not just for Israel.

Because of this universal call to holiness, we who believe in
Christ and live our Catholic faith must avoid becoming
isolated or insular, creating a small, self-contained world.
Instead, we are called to live our faith in a way that is
welcoming to all and engaged with the broader world,
reflecting the universal mission of the Church. Being
Catholic is not merely a cultural heritage; it is the spiritual
means of eternal salvation that everyone needs. The word
“epiphany” means “manifestation,” and Christ must be made
manifest to all, becoming the King of every soul.

As we celebrate the Epiphany, be open to the ways God
might want to use you to share the light of faith with those
who are not yet faithful Catholics. We must be like the star
of Bethlehem, drawing others to Christ in ways they can
understand and accept. This is best accomplished when we
place ourselves at God’s service, ready to be used as
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

instruments of His grace. God alone knows how to draw all
people to Himself, and when we offer ourselves to His
service, He will inspire us and use us to be that shining
light, guiding others out of darkness and into His
marvelous light. My Catholic Life! 2025

5L SharelLife

Jesus’ love and example inspire us to extend a helping
hand to others, especially those facing the greatest
challenges. Share Life agencies continue to reach out to
the most vulnerable members of our community, offering
essential services made possible by your compassionate
and generous contributions. Please give at the parish using
a ShareLife envelope, through our parish website or at
sharelife.org/donate.

2026 OFFERTORY BOXES READY

Offertory boxes are available once again for pick up in the
foyer of the Church. If you do not find your box, please
contact the parish office. For New Parishioners or New
Envelope users, please notify the parish office via email
that you are using a new box number. Be sure to
include your full name, address, phone number and box
number for proper allocation of funds for tax purposes.
NOTE TO ALL USING OFFERTORY ENVELOPES:
We kindly ask that you please complete the full name and
address on each envelope. If you are new to our parish
community, and would like to register with our parish, or
would like to start using offering envelopes or wish to set
up Pre-Authorized Giving, please contact the parish office
at 905 775 2065. We would kindly ask that parishioners
not use old envelope numbers from previous years for
your offering as old numbers may no longer be active.
If you have moved, please don’t forget to notify the parish
office so we can update our database. Thank you for your
kindness, support, and generosity.

SACRAMENTS

REGISTRATION FOR 2026 FIRST COMMUNION
AND CONFIRMATION IS NOW CLOSED!

Thank you to all who registered to receive the sacrament of
First Communion and Confirmation scheduled for Spring
of 2026. Registration is now closed, and we are now able to
move forward with the next stage of our planning process;
sacramental preparation, and the recruiting of the
volunteers required to assist with the number of children
registered.

For all those who have not registered for the 2026
sacramental season, we look forward to celebrating these
sacraments with you next year. Be sure to visit our website
and online bulletin for future communications regarding
sacramental registration for next year.

The Epiphany of the Lord | January 4, 2026

Hfre N

“We all want to be better, to live our lives more fully and to
love one another more selflessly. As we end one year and
look to a new one, we pause to take inventory. In a rare
moment of reflection and honest self-assessment, we admit
our failures. We pledge to learn from them and move toward
a better future.

On the first day of the New Year, Catholics celebrate the
Feast of the Mother of God. This is no liturgical accident.
She who beheld the face of the Savior invites us to hear the
words of Jesus Christ, “Behold I make all things new!”
(Rev. 21:5) He alone can fulfill the desire at the heart of the
New Year’s celebration. She is the Mother of the New
Creation because the One whom she held in her womb is the
only One who can make all things new!

I am more grateful every year for the opportunity to attend
Holy Mass on New Year’s Day and celebrate the Feast of
the Mother of God. Mary is the first disciple, the prototype,
the symbol of the whole Church. We who are members of
the Church are invited to emulate her “Yes” to the invitation
of God and make it our own. We are to make a place for
Him within us and become bearers of Christ to the world.
He alone can make us new”

May we “all find the fullness of grace which comes through
a living relationship with the One who makes all things new
(Rev 21:5), Jesus Christ” in 2026. “There is a universal
longing in every human heart to be made new, to begin
again, because the Holy Spirit prompts it in every human
heart.”

“New Year’s Eve is a global existential moment, ripe with
anticipation and expectations. It invites a spiritually cathartic
time of reflection, offers us hope for change and invites us to
make choices. In reality, our choices will make us. “Let us
choose in”” 2026 “to live our lives in, with and for Jesus

Christ. That is the way we can turn resolutions into reality.”
Deacon Keith Fournier, The editor in Chief of Catholics online
https://joyintruth.com/category/catholic-life/

YOUTH MINISTRY

. ‘ cothatic miidie ssroet iy OTAAES 6, 7 & 8 are invited to
come to Edge, on Fridays at 7:00-8:30pm in the Parish Hall.
Next Edge Night: Date: January 16, 2026 - Crumpled

OLIFE TEEN

LIFE TEEN is for youth in Grades 9-12 and will be held
every other Friday from 7:00-9:00pm. In the Parish Hall. All
are welcome!

Next LifeTeen Night: Date: January 9 — But Why?
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CENTURY ! @ | o

Heritage Group Ltd.
.f[/,”ﬂ/[,f SELLING TO HOMEOWNERS

BROKERAGE

Cristina Silva sales Representative LOMONTE & COLLINGS
905-967-2946 www.CristinaSilva.ca INSURANCE SERVICES Y Q’l\INDI_glo’\INR-l—ER,\?_I_CA-I—LOSRG?ﬂﬁlélo};%
SKWARCHUK FUNERAL HOME |[RAUSeRR eI WE OPEN M-F 75

Family Owned & Operated BUSINESS ® FARM DELIVER! Sat 7-1, Sun closed
30 Simcoe Rd., Bradford 905-775-3335 800-209-4803 [RPAR I ECNI MU ' 20400 Hwy 11, 1 km S, of Bradford (W. side)
www.SkwarchukFuneralHome.com 905-775-5411 |[WWW.KARLOS.CA 905-775-4861

Bradford Greenhouses CENTURY 21 P
- EN Heritage Group Ltd. @ L U K E = .

0416.453.5299 " MIERZEJEWSKI* (&3
Barri R¥B dford homesbyluke.ca V GRI
arrie radior Each office is independently owned and operated. * REALTOR .
705-725-9913 905-775-2942 Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract |IJ . " Menlorlal Inc.
N\ : Jeanny IR 3695 Yonge St
\ Salmon W i 705-985-7863 info@gri-pdm.com

\\ \ \:CQ-(?Hand @'wr' %*
L, DENTAL BRADFORD

Counselling ! ) A www.gri-pdm.com
Services ' e Your Local Monument Supplier
289-383-4670 Quality & Affordability

. PARTY & EVENT RENTALS :
Portuguese & Spanish | IEEARS IS Hank's Cleaners oILIBERTY TAX
New Patients & Emergencies | IS a S ey Since 1969
647-689-6040 Drycleaning & Alterations
CDCP - - done on premises overcome W

BradfordPartyRentals.com |[SISSM/ISERER I T.& & LTI

I vy TAXiety"

CCSYR In-person and fully digital
2-37 Holland St. W.  905-775-7772

Reaching out toall Services throughout Ontario
Accounting & Tax Services

Accounting & Bookkeeping ¢ Income Tax Returns
Personal « Business ¢ Corporate
905-775-2668 64 Holland St E
ssaccounting.ca

New Build

(Canadian Dental Care Plan)
27 John StW
905-775-8958

HollandRiverDental.com

@ Counselling: To learn more:
Individual, Couples, Family :

Services for Youth, Women,
Men and Seniors

9 Supports for Children and Youth
with Autism and their Families Phone: 905-770-7040

. ) (] El AN Additions 7
Mauro Di Giovanni ROSE | = ¢ MASONRY Repairs And More! g .,
maurod@SIZInV.com REAL ESTATE TEAM E . . - - l E'ﬂ"‘.‘l o
www.Si2inv.com — 1T T | 905-955-3464 Follow us!

ROSE M. SORBERA | Sales Representative
647-881-9906 | closewithrose.ca@gmail.com

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE
Sabellapy:.:.v:
z @ﬁ STARTING AT $49.99
RESTAURANT +BAR

" 905.775.3422
Celebration of Life Baptism BRADFORD
Confirmation Events

CLIENT. RESULTS. COMMUNITY FOCUSED.

RED APPLE REAL ESTATE INC., BROKERAGE i."u"l"mcunn-

Troy Glendenning PORTUGALIA BAKERY

S d Cateri
E: ST & 905-251-6974 Sucetheart Deté an | a enng@:—ﬁi@ THE PERFECT
3 www.glendenning.ca w D‘ 23 Barrie St =iy SPOT
G!Epg-w mal'r'-l!!!n]'\lng troy@glendenning.ca | ;g9 Holiand st £ 905-778-0003 905-551-8800 E%%E ,

life 7 647-248-1840
i @ . narrative . ] hello@lifenarrative.ca AADVERTISE
305 Barrie Street, Bradford psyclmllwrapy i . .

www.lifenarrative.ca

: ) . T0 ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE
@ NOFRILLS E"&
Therapy & Counsellmg . OlLife Narrative Psychotherapy
LAWOFFICEOf [ G pature Memoriath Ltd.
Marco Dias |[DIANAS.RIFFERT| . | |
ustom Monuments ¢ Cleaning ¢ Restoration

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 84 Barrie Street In Home Appointments Available
k\ 905-775-5383 705-325-0847  800-833-1560
\ *WEEKLY LAWN CARE . :
SYOW RENOVAL O Desjardins
Cell: 905.716.5026 INDEP RATED [ « COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL Debbie Moran Agent
Marco@ TheDiasGroup.com nm Staraon g SPH|NG/FALL CLEANUPS 100 Dissette St. 905 775 3584
905-775-5228 4 Leo & John's -
Car & Truck Sales FMA
B.F. Goodrich ¢ LlJJniroyal * Michelin 289-763-3434 FM. ALMEIDA CONTRACTING LTD.

'|C] Home of the Sod Squad 173 Holland St. W

¥ . General Contractors
DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION 905-775-6162 BObaIaLawn Care.com 905-775-8161
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